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Silence should be observed as you enter the Sanctuary. 
 

PRELUDE 
WELCOME & ANNOUCEMENTS 
 

GATHERING 
 

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS  - Please stand as you are able 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding 
minister begins. 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who pours love into our hearts 
and healing upon the earth. 
Amen. 
Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, 
let us confess our sin. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Compassionate God, 
we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness 
in the world and in our own hearts. 
Creation groans from overuse. 
Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships. 
Indifference keeps us from seeking justice. 
Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love 
to others. 
Turn our hearts back to you. 
Restore our world and reconcile us to one another. 
Renew us to live as your holy people, 
following the way of Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 
Hear this good news: 
We have peace with God through ☩ Jesus Christ, 
in whom there is no condemnation, 
but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life. 
Receive freely this healing gift of grace. 
Amen. 
 
GATHERING HYMN: 
Red Book #835 (verses 1-4)   “All Creatures, Worship God Most High” 
 
GREETING 
 

P- The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 C – And also with you.  
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KYRIE 
 

 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE 
Red Book #840 (verse 1 & 3) “Now Thank We All Our God” 
 
OPENING PRAYER 
 
O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible fountain of 
forgiveness. Replace our hearts of stone with hearts that love and 
adore you, that we may delight in doing your will, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
Amen. 
 

 
Please be seated. 

 
WORD 
 

INTRODUCTION OF THE DAY –  
 
In today’s second reading Paul questions why we judge one another, 
since we all stand before the judgment of God. Yet we do sin against one 
another, and Jesus’ challenge that we forgive seventy-seven times 
reveals God’s boundless mercy. When we hear the words of forgiveness 
in worship and sign ourselves with the cross, we are renewed in baptism 
to be signs of reconciliation in the world. 
 
 
 



4 
 

 
FIRST READING: Genesis 50:15-21      OT pg. 48   
 

L- The Word of the Lord. 
 C- Thanks be to God!  
 

PSALM: Psalm 103:8-13 
 
8 Lord, you are full of compassion and mercy, 
  slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love; 
 9 you will not always accuse us, 
  nor will you keep your anger forever. 
 10 You have not dealt with us according to our sins, 
  nor repaid us according to our iniquities. 
 11 For as the heavens are high above the earth, 
  so great is your steadfast love for those who fear you. 
 12 As far as the east is from the west, 
  so far have you removed our transgressions from us. 
 13 As a father has compassion for his children, 
  so you have compassion for those who fear you, O Lord. 
 
SECOND READING: Romans 14:1-12       NT pg. 163  
 
 

L- The Word of the Lord. 
 C- Thanks be to God!  
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION – Please stand as you are able 
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P– The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 18th chapter… 
C– Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
 

 
Holy Gospel: Matthew 18:21-35            NT pg. 20 
     
   P – The Gospel of the Lord. 
     C– Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
 
Please be seated. 
 
SERMON 
 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY: Please stand as you are able 
Red Book #482 (all verses)     “I Come with Joy” 
 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
       
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
            who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
            born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
            was crucified, died, and was buried; 
            he descended to the dead.* 
            On the third day he rose again; 
            he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the 
            Father,              
            and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
            the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
            the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 



6 
 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION – If needed, you may be seated. 
 
 

L – Hear us, O God. 
C- Your mercy is great. 
L - ... We ask this in Jesus’ name. 
C- Amen. 

 
 

 
GREETING OF PEACE 
 

P - The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C- And also with you.  
 
 

Please share a greeting of peace with those we are with.  
You may be seated.  
 
 

THANKSGIVING 
 
 
OFFERTORY: musical offering 
 
 
DOXOLOGY – Please stand as you are able 
Red Book #884   “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise him, all creatures here below; 
Praise him above, ye heav’nly host; 
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
 
 
OFFERTORY PRAYER  
Let us pray: 
God of creation, 
you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. 
All blessings are from you; 
make us generous with what we have. 
Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts 
in service to you and in love to our neighbors, 
today and always. 
Amen. 
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CANTICLE OF THANKSGIVING 
Let us give thanks: 
 
Salvation belongs to our God and to Christ the Lamb 
forever and ever. 
Great and wonderful are your deeds, O God of the universe; 
just and true are your ways, O Ruler of all the nations. 
Who can fail to honor you, Lord, 
and sing the glory of your name? 
Salvation belongs to our God and to Christ the Lamb 
forever and ever. 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
and blessed is the one whose name is the Word of God. 
All praise and thanks to you, holy God! 
Salvation belongs to our God and to Christ the Lamb 
forever and ever. 
 
THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD - If needed, you may be seated. 
 
Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you made all 
things: you spoke light into darkness, called forth beauty from chaos, 
and brought life into being. For your Word of life, O God, 
we give you thanks and praise. 
 
By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your wonderful 
gifts: freedom from captivity, water on the desert journey, a pathway 
home from exile, wisdom for life with you. For your Word of life, O 
God, 
we give you thanks and praise. 
 
Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and call us to 
witness: forgiveness through the cross, life to those entombed by 
death, the way of your self-giving love. For your Word of life, O God, 
we give you thanks and praise. 
 
Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within us: renew 
our faith, increase our hope, and deepen our love, for the sake of a 
world in need. Faithful to your Word, O God, draw near to all who 
call on you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with 
you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever. 
Amen. 
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OUR LORD’S PRAYER 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom  
 come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and  
 ever.   
Amen. 

 
 

SENDING 
 
BENEDICTION 
 
The God of grace 
☩ bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
 
SENDING HYMN:  
 Red Book #864         “Praise, My Soul the God of Heaven” 

 
DISMISSAL      
   
 

Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
POSTLUDE 

 

 
 

   Special welcome to any visitors among us.  
Please stay afterwards for some Fellowship, Coffee & Tea 

 
Sources: Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS103560. 

Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE,  License # A-737326.  All rights reserved. 
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     

FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

Our live stream begins at the start of the Prelude (10:20AM), and 
conversations held in the sancturary can be heard by all who are viewing. 
To respect those who are viewing/meditating, we encourage you to hold 

conversations/greet others in the lobby. 
Thank you for understanding.  

ATTENTION 
 

In case emergency pastoral care is needed,  
Pastor Elise can be reached at 906-275-4410.  

 
 

SERVING TODAY             September 13th             Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost   
Lay Minister Lori Strickland Organist Dave Erfourth  

Crucifer  Music Director RuthAnn Brindley 
Lector 
Communion Assistant 

Lamar Styer 
 

Usher Volunteer 
Volunteer 

    
  

     Altar Workers Cynthia Oja Wright 
Nancy Gillotte 
  

 
                          

Activities & Meetings – September 13th       -   September 19th                              

   
SUNDAY                                  10:30am                Worship 
                                                     Coffee Hour 
                                                                                                          
MONDAY                                  1:00pm    Quilting    
TUESDAY           9:30am   Yoga   
           10:30am   Council meeting                                                                 
WEDNESDAY                                                                                                        
THURSDAY                                                                                   
FRIDAY                               
SATURDAY                                          

 
 
❖Today we raise up our friend, Bill Markstrom— Our homebound and 
nursing home members are often so isolated that your phone call, visit, even a 
card can mean the difference between lonely existence and continued life in our 
faith community. What can you do? Please reach out to those who have been  
 
 
 
 
 

 
Stewardship…Resources…Blessings and Gifts 

Monthly Giving Level required to meet 2026 budget  $ 11,111.00 

          Gifts: month of August 2026 : General Giving         $ 13,360.00  

Thank YOU for continuing to support the mission and ministry at Faith Lutheran! 
Contributions may be mailed to the church at: 1600 Park Street, SSM, MI, 4783. 

 
 
 

Thank YOU for continuing to support the mission and ministry at Faith Lutheran! 
Contributions may be mailed to the church at: 1600 Park Street, SSM, MI, 49783. 
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❖Today we raise up our friend, Linda Doran - Our homebound and 
nursing home members are often so isolated that your phone call, visit, even 
a card can mean the difference between lonely existence and continued life 
in our faith community. What can you do? Please reach out to those who 
have been such a vital part of our congregation. 

❖ Three Lakes Conference – Area ELCA churches will gather for 
the annual Three Lakes Conference on Sunday, September 13th at 3pm 
at Bethel Lutheran Church in Cedarville. Each congregation is 
encouraged to have two voting members; others are also welcome to 
attend. Those interested will meet at Faith at 2pm to carpool, and are 
welcome to bring a snack to share. 

❖ Annual Bazaar & Salad Buffet - Time is quickly approaching for 
the Bazaar and Salad Buffet hosted by the Women of Faith. It will be 
held on Saturday, October 10th from 11:30 am to 1:30 pm. If needed, 
additional tickets are available in the church office or from Vicki 
Luoma. Vicki will also accept ticket money or it can be left in the office. 
If paying by check, please make it out to Faith Lutheran WELCA.  
We know that we have some wonderful bakers and cooks, and are asking 
for your help with the following: 

• Handwork and craft items of all kinds (knitted, 
crocheted, sewn, etc.) 

• Baked goods for the bake sale (breads, cookies, bars, 
candy, etc. and if making pies, please no use of milk or 
eggs.)  

• Cupcakes, cakes, cookies & bars for the dessert table. 
• Items for Attic Treasures (no clothing please) 
• Use of your card tables 
• Salads for the buffet. Please call Joy Lake at 906-259-

2300 to talk about donating a salad. 

Thank you in advance for all your contributions for this event! It has 
always been a huge success due to your help and generosity. 

❖ Flower Arrangements - If you would like to have special flowers on 
the altar in honor of a birthday, memory, or anniversary, please contact the 
office. 
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❖PRAYER LIST❖ 

 
If there is someone you wish to have added to the prayer list, please leave a 
note in the office. New requests will be added to the top of the prayer list. 
After four weeks, requests will be removed or moved down the list. The 

bottom lines are for those with long term health issues which will remain on 
the list. Please contact or leave a note in the church office if you would like 

your request to be re-listed after four weeks. 
 

Judy Eder, Margaret Laursen, Connie Mattson, Dixie Picotte, Jack 
Armstrong, Louise Armstrong, Brian Marken, Ann Arthur, Kemp 

Whitaker, Carline Desilets, Beverly Tankersly, Linda Doran, Reijo 
Manner, and The Transition Team 

 
 
 
 The nursery is not available at this time –  

Changing tables are in each rest room. 
 

Hearing assist devices are available. Please ask an usher. 
 

Congregational Council: 
 

DAVE BEAN (815-718-5913), KATHY FLICKINGER (906-748-0483), Sandy 

Lawson (906-630-3482), WAYNE OLSEN (989-430-5678), DENNIS 

BRINDLEY, BEN Deatrick, ANN BEAN, AND KARLA WEBB. 

 

❖ 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Church staff: 

Office secretary – LAKEISHA RICHARDS (part-time) 

Custodian – Keith Nortch (part-time) 


